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Christmas Musical Concert at Bethel Church 

 
Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community 
in Syria, a musical concert was held on Sunday 1st of 
January 2017, at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel 
Church.  
 
Attending it were the President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community, the representative and the 
head of the Armenian Orthodox and Catholic 
Churches, pastors, clergy and lay-men of the 
churches, directors of schools, representatives of 
cultural centers and foundations, as well as a large 
number of other guests.  
 
The concert began with Mrs. Shoghig Shahinian 
Giragosian’s words of welcome who proceeded to 
introduce the evening's performers, Mrs. Shoghagat 
Selimian (Musical Conductor & Pianist), Zani 
Pambukian (Flutist) and Armani Hera Selimian 
(Singer) who presented Christmas music and songs,  
arranged by Shoghagat Apartian- Selimian. It was to 
be an evening that could only be rivalled by the 
angels themselves singing at the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Once more the traditional Christmas 
hymns gave the audience the joy of the Lord.  
 
At the end of the Concert Rev. Haroutune Selimian 
took the opportunity to thank the talented musicians 
and expressed his heartfelt gratitude. He said. “We 
live in a world of violence, not peace. It’s all we’ve 
ever been familiar with. For almost as long as human 
beings have been around and have had to live 
together, our planet has been characterized by 
conflict, chaos, disharmony, and violence. 
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It is important to understand that peace is more than just the absence of conflict. 
Peace comes from the truth that in Christ we’ve been fully reconciled with God; 
and in the midst of problems we have Hisprecious promises and His ever-
abiding presence with us. Christ, the Leader and the Source of Peace, came to 
earth to free us from the bonds of sin and to grant us salvation. He visited us in 
the flesh, to bring peace on earth, His kind of peace, which is everlasting. 

At the end of his speech, he prayed that the Heavenly gift of Peace, brought to 
the world by the Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, protect our minds, our hearts, 
our families and the world as a whole.  

The evening ended with a prayer and benediction said by Archbishop Bedros 
Miriatian, the head of the Armenian Catholic Church in Syria.  

 
 

Christmas Celebration at "New Sbidag" Restaurant 
 
On Monday, January 2, 2017, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community along 
with the heads of the Armenian Apostolic Church in Syria, 
His Grace Archbishop Shahan Sarkissian and the 
Armenian Catholic Church, His Grace Archbishop Bedros 
Meriatian, celebrated Christmas with the Armenian 
Disabled Children “Arevig” in Aleppo Syria. The Children 
were very happy to meet Santa Claus and to receive their 
Christmas Joy Packages. 

 
 

Thanksgiving Gathering for Arm. Evang. Bethel Secondary School Teachers 
 
On Tuesday, 3rd of January 2017, a special thanksgiving 
gathering was held for the Armenian Evangelical Bethel 
Secondary School teachers in the hall of the school. The 
event started with some words of thanksgiving by the 
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in 
Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian. Afterwards, Rev. 
Selimian thanked the teachers for their dedication, hard 
work and faithful service to the school. The event was 
followed by a lunch. 

 
 

Consultative Conference on Syria 
 

 
On Tuesday, 3rd of January, 2017, a special meeting was held with the Prime Minister and several 
other Ministers of the Syrian Govenment along with the Heads of the Christian Denominations and  
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Islamic authorities in Aleppo, Syria. During the 
meeting, the Prime thanked the Social Assistance 
Committee for the help that it's providing the Armenian 
Protestant Community in Syria and the people of 
Aleppo regardless of denominational affiliation. The 
Armenian Evangelical Church was represented by the 
President of the Armenian Protestant Community, the 
Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 

 

Christmas Worship Service at Bethel Church 
 

 “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:11 The 
families of the Armenian Evangelical Churches 
(Bethel, Emmanuel, Martyrs') in Aleppo together with 
the Sunday-school children, the youth groups, the 
women’s auxiliaries and a large number of guests 
celebrated the Christmas Worship Service on 6 January 
2017 at Bethel Church. More than 2000 people 
attended the service. Pastor Simon Der Sahagian led 
the service and the Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel 
Church's choir performed Christmas Songs, 
accompanied on the piano by Mrs. Betty Hatem. 
Afterwards, the Sunday-schools children which were 
about 300 kids presented a number of songs, 
testimonies and prayers. During the Service, Rev. 
Yousef Jabbour offered a thanksgiving prayer. Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian delivered the sermon based on 
Luke 2.1-20. He said. “Christmas is already upon us, 
and each family member has been busy doing the 
things that he feels are linked to our Christmas 
celebration. However when you look below the surface 
you see that Christmas is a sign of God’s presence with 
us and His love being the heart of our celebration - a 
sign of God’s commitment to our world. We grieve 
when tragedy strikes human life, often in awful forms, 
as we have seen around the world. We are heartbroken 
when death in its ugly presence enters our homes. But 
Christmas is God’s message that He will never leave 
us and His love will endure forever. This gives 
meaning to our hopes and dreams. Yes, let us not forget 
that the full meaning of Christmas can only be 
understood when we as individuals make our own 
personal and spiritual visit to Bethlehem. Christmas is 
a sign of God’s gracious invitation to celebrate His 
love as individuals by welcoming Him into our lives, 
not just once a year but every day of our lives.” The  
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service ended with the Lord’s Prayer and a benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 
 

On January 6, 2017, at 12:00, Rev. Haroutune Selimian received the community and officials on 
the occasion of  New Year & Christmas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His Holiness Catholicos Aram I of the Holy See of Cilicia Pays  
Historic Visit to the Armenian Evangelical Community  

 
During his pastoral visit to the city of Aleppo His 
Holiness Aram I Catholicos of the See of Cilicia on 
the evening of the 7th of January, 2017 visited the 
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church and was 
welcomed by the President of the Armenian 
Protestant Community in Syria, Rev Haroutune 
Selimian, the pastors of the various Armenian 
Churches as well as church-members. Before 
entering the Bethel Church His Holiness together 
with Rev. Selimian spent a minute in front of the 
Armenian Genocide monument remembering the 
ones who had laid down their lives as martyrs, as 
well as the survivors who have rebuilt the Armenian 
Nation in the City of Aleppo. Once inside the Church 
His Holiness met with the congregation and a special 
spiritual and classical musical program was 
presented.  On the occasion the Armenian Emmanuel 
Church Choir began by singing one of the most 
meaningful spiritual songs "The Church's One 
Foundation".. When welcoming His Holiness Aram 
I the President of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, made 
this in the name of all the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches and their affiliated organisations and 
institutions. He also welcomed all the participants 
and expressed his great joy of receiving His Holiness 
to celebrate that after the Battle of Aleppo the 
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Armenians are still part of the mosaic of 
communities in Aleppo where both Christians and 
Muslims in Aleppo while living together have also 
suffered together in a most devastating war. A war 
which just never seemed to come to an end. Towards 
the end of his speech Rev. Selimian pointed out that 
the cooperation and unity among the churches had 
overcome the crisis years of the war. Afterwards, 
Rev. Selimian honored His Holiness by presenting 
him with a special plate of appreciation for this 
historic visit to the Armenian Evangelical 
Community. Then His Holiness came to the pulpit 
and addressed the large crowd of faithful believers 
who had stood firm through this trial that everybody 
had had to live through. In his speech His Holiness 
emphasized the power of faith and will of the 
Armenian community in Aleppo, which had made 
every individual stand in the gap on that last barrier 
and by doing so regain our vision and make it even 
firmer and more steadfast than ever before. Saying 
this His Holiness continued by giving praise to the 
three religious heads of the Armenian communities 
and their hard and diligent work on behalf of the 
community both when it comes to relief and 
assistance to the Armenian community but also 
helping to rehabilitate the Armenian community as a 
spiritual body. His Holiness then went on to honor 
Rev. Haroutune Selimian by giving him a gold plated 
cross as an appreciation for his dedication to the 
Armenian people and the suffering that they have 
endured throughout this war.  
 
At the end of this time of fellowship and celebration 
His Holiness prayed “God the Protector Prayer that 
we might live under the protection of His Cross.  
The faithful then walked out of the Church 
encouraged and feeling the warmth and serenity of 
the moment as they all bid farewell to His Holiness. 

 
Special Meeting with the Islamic Leaders in Aleppo 

 

On Saturday, January 7, 2017, the Islamic leadership 
in the city of Aleppo, Moufti of Aleppo,the director 
of Awqaf and accompanying honorable shekhs paid 
an official visit to Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community 
in Syria, on the occasion of Armenian Christmas.  
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During the meeting they highlighted the importance 

of Christian-Muslim dialogue as a way for a mutual 

and peaceful co-existence between Muslims & 

Christians in Syria. 

 
 

 

 Dinner With the Polyclinic Doctors 
 

On Monday, January 9, 2017, Rev. Selimian hosted a 

dinner for the ten doctors who served at Bethel Poly 

Clinic when many clinics were out of service in 

Aleppo. Rev. Selimian thanked them and gave tribute 

to the dedication of our doctors. 

 

H.M.E.M.'s (Homenetmen) OFFICIAL VISIT  
TO REV. HAROUTUNE SELIMIAN 

 
 

On January 10, 2017, at 10:00 am, the H.M.E.M. 
(Homenetmen) Regional Committee of Syria paid an 
official visit to Rev. Haroutune Selimian, president of 
the Armenian Protestant Community in Syria. During 
the meeting, they mainly focused on the preparations 
for the Olympic tournament that will take place in the 
next couple of weeks.  
 

The Mission Continues… 
 
 
Since the start of the Syrian conflict, the Armenian 
Evangelical Church in Syria has continued to support 
250 families of the Armenian Community in Aleppo 
morally and financially. It is an expression of the 
Christian testimony of the Church and recognition of 
all blessings God has given the church in spite of the 
many challenges. On January 14, 2017, at 1:00 pm, 
Rev. Haroutune Selimian, on behalf of the Armenian 
Evangelical Social Action Committee distributed 
monetary gifts to the Armenian Community in 
Aleppo. 
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A Midday Program for Sunday School Children 

On the 23rd January 2017, a midday program was 
held for the Sunday School Children of the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Church.  One Hundred kids 
participated in this midday program which was led 
by Mrs. Sevan Der Sahagian.  
The program included worship, indoor games and 
breakfast. During the program, Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, the president of the Armenian Evangelical 
Community expressed his heartfelt thanks to the 
teachers of the Sunday School for making this event 
possible. The program ended with a prayer by Rev. 
H. Selimian 
 

Book Launch  of  Bethel School's 90th Anniversary Album 
 

 

On January 26, 2017, a special ceremony was held at 

Haigazian University of Beirut on the occasion of the 

book launch of the Armenian Language voluminous 

book-album dedicated to the 90 years of the 

Armenian Evangelical Bethel School in Aleppo 

(1923-2013). 

 

The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School in Aleppo, Syria, 
Celebrates the 25th Anniversary of the Formation of the National Army of 

Armenia 
 
Armenians have many reasons for  this great national 
celebration. On the 28th of January, 2017 we, as 
Armenians, celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
formation of the Armenian Army. It was only natural 
for the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary 
School as an Armenian school to celebrate this day 
on the 27th of January 2017 at 12:00 o’clock at the 
“Rev. Aharon Shirajian Hall”. The principal of the 
school, Mrs. Betty Yepremian, was there together 
with the teachers and staff, together with the students 
as well as the youth groups from all the Armenian 
Evangelical churches. 
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The celebration started with the Armenian national 
anthem. Then the audience stood up for a moment of 
silence remembering the Armenian martyrs having 
given their lives in Armenia, Artsakh and Syria. 
After that Mrs. Shoghig Shahinian in a word of 
welcome saying: “During the past 25 years our army 
has become stronger and today we are all here from 
the Armenian Evangelical community celebrating 
this very special day”.  
 
Then Aram Khatchadourian sang “HAYASDAN”. 
The word was then given to Miss Alin Panoyan who 
gave a short presentation about the event saying: 
“One of the most important pillars of our Armenian 
nation is the foundation of the Armenian Army 
which has become a national symbol having taken 
full control of Armenia’s security.” Two Students, 
Shogher and Zila Kerbabian, continued the 
celebration by playing on the flute an Armenian well-
known nationalistic song, before reciting a poem. 
 
At the end of the celebration the pictures of the 
Armenian Army were displayed and later songs 
about the army were sung by the audience raising 
Armenian flags. 
 
God bless the strong will of our people! We humbly 
celebrate our Armenian soldiers who so bravely 
defend our home-country. 
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President of Armenian Evangelical Community of Syria Takes Part in 
in D.C. National Prayer Breakfast 

 
Reverend Haroutune George Selimian, President of 
the Armenian Evangelical Community of Syria, and 
a member of the Central Committee of Syrian-
Armenian Emergency Relief and Reconstruction 
Organization, took an active part in the 65th annual 
National Prayer Breakfast, held in Washington, 
D.C. on Feb. 2. 
 
At the invitation of the bipartisan Congressional 
Committee of the National Prayer Breakfast, Rev. 
Selimian was hosted at this national gathering by 
Delaware Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester. 
The program, attended by over 3,500 guests from 
over 100 countries, featured remarks by President 
Trump and a keynote address by U.S. Senate 
Chaplain Barry C. Black, a Seventh-day Adventist 
pastor and retired U.S. Navy Chief of Chaplains. 
 
Rev. Selimian was joined by Levon Filian, a 
national leader on humanitarian, ecumenical, and 
educational issues, who has served as former 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) national Executive Director. He is 
currently the West Coast AMAA Executive 
Director. The AMAA serves Armenians in 24 
countries including Armenia, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, 
Iran, and Egypt. 
 
Both Rev. Selimian and Mr. Filian took part in a 
series of related Prayer Breakfast seminars, 
including those dealing with humanitarian and 
religious freedom issues in the Near East. They also  
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visited the ANCA for a working meeting regarding the ANCA’s advocacy in support of Syrian 
Armenians. 
 

 
REV. HAROUTUNE SELIMIAN'S MEETINGS IN USA 

 
 

During Rev. Haroutune Selimian’s intensive days in the United States 

of America he had some important meetings and encounters with 

various people and organisations. His first visit was on Thursday the 

2nd  of February, 2017 was with Mr. Mr. Bryan Ardouny, executive 

director of the Armenian Assembly of America where they discussed 

the status of Syrian Armenian Refugees and the problems confronting 

refugees at the border of the US. 

 

On that same evening Rev. Selimian was privileged and 

honoured to be in the Private Dining Room at The Hay-

Adams, hosted by David & Tina Segel, Roma Downey & 

Mark Burnett, Sharon & Peb Jackson, Lynne & Ralph 

Veerman and Suzanne & Glenn Youngkin and other 

dignitaries and prominent community leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the Friday 3rd of February, 2017 Rev. Selimian met Mr. Grigor Hovhannessian, Ambassador of 
the Republic of Armenia to the United  States of America. The meeting touched some crucial issues 
related to the Armenian presence in the Diaspora especially the hardships that the Armenians have 
been facing in Syria since the year 2011 until now. As a Syrian Armenian Rev. Selimian appreciates  
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and values the concern that Ambassador Hovhannessian has and is showing regarding the well-being 
of Armenians worldwide. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Selimian with the ambassador Hovhannesian        Rev. Selimiam at the State Department 

 
 

Later on that day Rev. Selimian was welcomed at the 

United States Department of State by Andrew G. 

Masloski and other representatives from three 

different Bureaus, the Bureau of Democracy, Human 

Rights, and Labour. The attendees were attentive to 

Rev. Selimian’s appeal to see more urgency in 

unifying efforts to combat the common enemy 

(terrorism) and of normalizing the bilateral 

relationship between the two Capitals and strive to 

share a common vision for the improvement of 

mutual cooperation towards peace and reconciliation 

in Syria. 

 
On Sunday 5th of February, 2017 Rev. Selimian took 

part in a blessed worship service at Armenian 

Presbyterian Church Paramus NJ and delivered the 

day's sermon. 

 
Finally on Monday the 6th of February, 2017 Rev. 

Selimian was privileged and honoured to visit with 

Mr. Zaven Khanjian executive director of AMAA at  Rev. Selimian with  

Mr. Zaven Khanjian 

Rev. Selimian at Armenian  

Presbyterian Church Paramus NJ 
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AMAA headquarter in Paramus, thanking him for the commitment AMAA has for the well-being 

of the Armenians in Syria. 
 

RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan Receives President of 
the Armenian Evangelical Community of Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian 

 
On February 10, RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush 
Hakobyan received President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community of Syria, Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian. 
 
Hranush Hakobian mentioned the daily efforts that 
the emergency bodies in Syria make to preserve the 
Armenian identity, maintain the Armenian 
community, solve the existing social, educational, 
healthcare and other problems and ensure the safety 
and security of the people. 
 
The President of the Armenian Evangelical Community of Syria talked about the current state of 
affairs in Syria and the impact that the potential developments could have on the Armenian 
community. Rev. Selimian provided details about the community-wide events, particularly the 
ceremonies dedicated to the 25th anniversary of the formation of the Armenian Army. He also stated 
that those events are there to provide the young generation with a national upbringing, awakening 
the spirit of patriotism within them and helping them look towards the Homeland. Selimian 
mentioned that the solutions to the problems of Syrian-Armenians make it necessary to develop the 
efficiency of all Armenian organizations and individuals of the Diaspora, and in this the Ministry of 
Diaspora plays a huge role. 
 
During the meeting, the sides touched upon today’s developments in Syria and several issues related 
to the security of the Armenian community. They also discussed future cooperation and 
organizational issues and talked about what was needed to do in the future.  
 

Syrian Ambassador  in Yerevan Mr. Isam Nayal Receives President of the 
Armenian Evangelical Community of Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian 

 
 
On Feb. 10, 2017, Syrian Ambassador  in Yerevan Mr. Isam Nayal 
Receives President of the Armenian Evangelical Community of 
Syria, Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 
 
During the meeting, Rev. Selimian thanked the ambassador for the 
valuable service and assistance providing to the  Syrian Armenians 
residing in Armenia. 
 
At the end of the meeting with the Ambassador  Mr. Isam Nayal, 
the two sides wished each other mutual success and each one 
expressed his desire to meet again. 
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Distribution of Drinking Water through the Armenian 
 Evangelical Social Action Committee 

 
Since thirty days the water has been cut off to the 

whole City of Aleppo. On Thursday, February 16, 

2017, at 12.00 pm, under the leadership of Rev. 

Haroutune Selimian (President of the Armenian 

Protestant Community in Syria), the Armenian 

Evangelical Social Action Committee continued its 

service to the community by distributing drinking 

water to many Armenian Families. 

 

Our prayer and wish is that the restless situation in 

Aleppo comes to an end and our beloved people find 

their peace and rest. We will stay with the people in 

their everyday issues and continue serving faithfully. 

 

2017 Olympic Games at Bethel Church 
 

On Thursday, February 16, 2017, the opening ceremony 

of the 2017 Olympic games was held at the Armenian 

Evangelical Bethel Secondary School Campus. During 

the ceremony,  Rev. Selimian congratulated the regional 

Scout of H.M.E.M. for making this important event 

possible. He then encouraged the students for their great 

participation.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

During  

the  

opening 

 ceremony 
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Distribution of Food Parcels through the Armenian 
 Evangelical Social Action Committee 

 
 

 "I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth" Psalm 34:1  
 
We praise God for the fact that despite all the hardships 
and obstacles we have always the vision and passion to 
serve our community and be a blessing and a true help. 
On Saturday, February 18, 2017, at 1:00 pm, Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian, on behalf of the Armenian 
Evangelical Social Action committee distributed food 
parcels to 265 Armenian families in Aleppo, Syria. A 
Special word of appreciation and thanks to all of our 
donors and supporters. 

 
 

Consultative Meeting at Bethel Church 
 

 

On Sunday, 19th of February 2017, at 12:30 pm, the 
Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Church’s Board of 
Trustees had a meeting with Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 
President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in 
Syria. The purpose of this meeting was to consult on 
issues, which regulate and reinforce the spiritual and 
social mission of the church. 
 

Convoy Carrying Humanitarian Assistance from Armenia Arrived 
 

Upon the invitation of the Armenian Consul to 
Aleppo, Mr. Dikran Kevorkian, a special gathering was 
held at the St. Mary Apostolic Church in Aleppo on 
February 19, 2017, at 11.00 am. The gathering was 
attended by Archbishop Bedros Miriatian, the head of 
the Armenian Catholic Church in Aleppo, Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian, the President of the Armenian 
Protestant Community in Syria, Father Zareh 
Shakarian, the representative of the Armenian 
Apostolic Churches in Aleppo, Colonel Bavel Gozalian, 
the representative of the Ministry of Emergency 
Situations of the Republic of Armenia, Mr. Dikran 
Kevorkian, the Armenian Consul to Aleppo, Mr. Armen 
Kevorkian, the Armenian vice Consul to Aleppo as well 
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as representatives of the Armenian Evangelical, 
Orthodox and Catholic Churches. During the unloading 
of the aid shipment Rev. Selimian expressed his 
gratitude to the government of the Republic of Armenia 
for the humanitarian assistance given to the people of 
Syria and he confirmed that the Syrian Armenians stood 
strong and determined to stay despite the hardships 
during the time of war. He then mentioned that the 
charitable and humanitarian assistance included food, 
essential health items, kids and adults clothes. Part of 
the aid has already been divided between the Armenian 
& Arab communities in Kessab, Tartus, Latakia and 
Damascus. The other part of the humanitarian 
assistance will be distributed in Aleppo through the 
Armenian Emergency Relief fund to both communities. 

 

Winterization Assistance Program 
 

 In order to overcome the seasonal economic hardships 
and to satisfy some of the needs of our people, the 
Social Action Committee of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches has implemented a special winterization 
program to help and serve our community to overcome 
the hardships in the day-to-day life. On Tuesday, 
February 21, 2017, at 2:00 pm the Armenian 
Evangelical Social Action Committee continued its 
service to the community by distributing monetary gifts 
for fuel and drinking water to 200 Armenian Families. 
 

A special Winterization Assistance Program for kids 
 

 
Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the 
President of the Armenian Protestant Community in 
Syria, a special winterization assistance program was 
organised by the Social Action Committee of the 
Armenian Evangelical churches at Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Secondary School. 
The assistance program included winter clothes (blouses, 
trousers, jackets, etc.) and boots. The program was 
implemented on Friday the 24th of February 2017, in the 
hall of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary 
School. 
 
The Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School 
students were so excited and happy to receive these 
special gifts and they were so thankful. 
 



16 
 

 
 

Celebrating the 136th Anniversary of the Founding of the  
Christian Endeavor Union 

 
On Sunday February 26, 2017, on the occasion of the 

136th anniversary of the founding of the Christian 

Endeavor Union, the Youth Group of the Armenian 

Evangelical Bethel Church presented a very special 

program during the worship service of the church. The 

program included testimonies, scripture readings, 

spiritual songs, prayers and an annual report. 

Afterwards, special graduation ceremonies were held 

for Sunday School students and the Junior Youth group. 

During the program the day’s sermon with the title “ 

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 

serving the Lord” was delivered by Rev. Haroutune 

Selimian based on Romans 12:1-6. At the end of the 

service Rev. Haroutune Selimian administered the Holy 

Communion. The Worship Service ended with the 

blessing said by the church pastor. The service was 

followed by the annual banquet organised by the Youth 

Group. 
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Rev. Selimian’s Visit to the Kessab Evangelical Community 
 

Rev. Haroutune Selimian arrived at Kessab on March 1, 
2017 to visit the Armenian Evangelical Holy Trinity 
Church of Kessab. Following the visit the Rev. Selimian 
met with the church Committee to follow up on the 
renovation of the church and the spiritual life of the 
congregation and especially dwelt on the needs and the 
challenges of the community. 

 

Sunday School Midday Program for Sunday School Children 
  

On the first of March 2017, a midday program was held 
for the Sunday School Children of the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Church.  One Hundred kids 
participated in this midday program which was led by 
Mrs. Sevan Der Sahagian and Sevan Chirishian.  
 

The program included worship led by Mrs. Sevan 
Keleshian, indoor games prepared by Sunday School 
teachers and drama presented by Sunday School students. 
Afterwards, the children had lunch and time of 
fellowship. The program ended with the Lord's Prayer. 
 
We  express our heartfelt thanks to the teachers of the Sunday School for making this event possible. 
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REV. HAROUTUNE SELIMIAN'S MEETINGS IN DAMASCUS 
REV. HAROUTUNE SELIMIAN MEETS WITH THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE PARLIAMENT OF THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
 
On Tuesday the 7th of March 2017, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 
President of the Armenian Protestant Community in Syria, paid an 
official visit to the Parliament of the Syrian Arab Republic and was 
received warmly by Dr. Hadiya Khalaf Abbas, the President of the 
Parliament. The meeting was also attended by Dr. Nora Arissian, 
Mr. Alan Baker and Dr. Rabi Kalaji (Members of the Syrian 
parliament).  
During the meeting, Rev. Selimian took the opportunity to 
congratulate the Syrian Parliament on the 25th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Republic of 
Armenia and Syria. Rev. Selimian also congratulated the Syrian 
Parliament on the occasion of Syria Revolution day, which is a 
national celebration of the military coup that took place in Syria on 
March 8, 1963.  
On this special occasion, Rev. Selimian, on behalf of the Syrian 
Armenian Community officially demanded from the Syrian 
Parliament to recognize the Armenian Genocide of 1915 that was 
masterminded and executed by the Ottoman Authorities, nowadays 
the Turkish Republic.  
At the end of his message, Rev. Selimian once more emphasized 
that the Syrian Armenians are an integral part of the Syrian Arab 
people, and always work constructively on behalf of human rights, 
freedom of thought and conscience, and believing in the reality of 
diversity as a means of peace-making at any time of crisis. 
 At the end of the meeting, the two sides agreed to continue 
coordinating the overall issues with one another. 
 

Meeting with General Secretary of the Baath Party in Syria, Mr. Hilal Al-Hilal 
 

On March 7, 2017, at 7.00 pm, the President of the 
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria, Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian paid a formal visit to Mr. Hilal Al-
Hilal, the General Secretary of the Baath Party in Syria.  
During the meeting, Rev. Selimian took the opportunity 
to congratulate the Syrian Parliament on the 25th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the Republic of Armenia and Syria.  
 
On this occasion Rev. Selimian mentioned to Mr. Hilal 
Al-Hilal the urgency of a formal recognition by the 
Syrian Parliament of the Armenian Genocide. 
 
Afterwards, they shared some thoughts on the future of 
the new Syria, which will be a home for all citizens of all 
various backgrounds with equal rights. 
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Rev. Haroutune Selimian's Visit to the Armenian Evangelical School in 

Damascus 
  

On Wednesday, March 8th, 2017, Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, the President of the Armenian Evangelical 
Community in Syria, paid a special visit to the Armenian 
Evangelical School in Damascus. Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian met with the teachers of the school and thanked 
them for their hard work and devotion.  
 
Then he met with the students and encouraged them to 
continue their education with hope. 
 Afterwards, he sat down with the teachers and the 
administration and discussed the needs and challenges of 
the school.  
At the end of the meeting he congratulated the teachers 
on the occasion of Teacher's Day and March 8, Syria 
Revolution day. 
 
 

Meeting with Armenian University Students in Aleppo 
 
 
On the 10th of March, 2017, a special gathering was held 
for the Armenian University Students at the Armenian 
Evangelical “Aharon Shirajian” Cultural Center. Twenty-
six students attended the meeting. They are all students at 
the University of Aleppo, from first to fourth class. These 
students are very much attached to Syria as their own 
country and homeland, with a deep love and devotion to 
the country, which so generously received their ancestors 
after the Armenian Genocide. They are eager to continue 
and complete their education in Syria and they actually 
work on keeping the Armenian identity and nationalist 
hopes alive in Syria. 
 
The program was led by Mrs. Maria Boshgezenian. 
During the meeting Rev. Haroutune Selimian thanked the 
University Students for their steadfastness benefiting 
from the opportunity to continue their education. 
At the end of the event, Rev. H. Selimian, on behalf of the 
Social Action Committee of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches, gave out monetary gifts to the students. 
 
At the end of the evening everybody enjoyed a warm time 
of fellowship. 
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Protecting the Environment Is Everyone's Duty 
 

As responsible citizens it is our moral duty to keep 
our environment neat and clean. We should express 
our gratitude to all the employees who try to keep 
the environment clean and healthy. Most of us have 
heard about "A Healthy Mind in a Healthy Body.” 
It has a simple but deep meaning. For a healthy mind 
in a healthy body, we obviously know we should be 
both physically and mentally healthy. A healthy 
mind lives in a healthy body.  
 
Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the 
President of the Armenian Protestant Community in 
Syria, a thanksgiving gathering was held for the 
public garbage collectors. The number of collectors 
attending the event was 136 people.  
 
The event was also attended by the mayor of Aleppo 
City as well as high rank officials of the 
government. 
  

During the event Rev. Selimian thanked the 
collectors for their dedication, hard work, and 
faithful service to the city of Aleppo, especially 
during the time of war. He said. “You made your 
efforts to keep the city clean and neat.” He defined 
their job as honorable and a service to the nation and 
all its citizens and wished them God’s guidance and 
protection to continue in their duty. 
 
 Afterwards the mayor of the City of Aleppo 
expressed his heartfelt thanks to Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian for making this special event possible. 
 The event was followed by a delicious and typical 
Aleppo breakfast. 
  
At the end of the event, Rev. Selimian handed 
monetary gifts to the collectors. This was done to 
show our appreciation of those who work so hard 
for their country. 
 

Teachers’ Day Celebration by the Armenian Evangelical Educational Council 
 

On the 15th of March 2017, the Armenian Evangelical Educational Council /Aleppo-Syria/ organized a  
Teachers' Day gathering for the teachers of the Armenian Evangelical Schools on the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Church campus, to honor them and their contribution made to the Armenian Evangelical  
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Schools of Aleppo. Being respected in the society, teachers have played an important role in the overall 
development of a person. They are capable of influencing and molding a student's life positively. Children 
are the country's future, hence they need to be positively nurtured, and that is done best by teachers as 
children get inspired by their teachers. Teachers enlighten students and shape their career. 130 Teachers 
participated in this event. 

The program included fellowship and a speech by Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community in Syria. 
 
During the reception, the directors of the Armenian Evangelical Schools in Aleppo, on behalf of the 
Armenian Evangelical teachers and staff took the opportunity to thank Rev. Haroutune Selimian, for his 
support of the Armenian Evangelical Schools and honored him with a gift on this wonderful occasion. 

 
At the end of the program Rev. Haroutune Selimian, on behalf of the Armenian Evangelical Educational 
Council, distributed gifts to all teachers as an appreciation for their valuable services rendered to our 
schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Lecture at Bethel Church 
 

On March 17, 2017, the H.M.E.M. (Homenetmen) 
regional Committee of Syria organised a special 
Public lecture on "The Significance of Creation and 
the Life-Generating Factors, Order Vs. Entropy", 
for the teachers and directors of the all Armenian 
Schools in Aleppo, who since two months have 
attended seminars on various educational and 
pedagogic themes. The public lecture was held in 
"Shirajian Hall” of the Armenian Evangelical 
Bethel Church. 
The event began with some welcoming words of 
Miss Ani Kaldenian. Afterwards, Mrs. Betty 
Yepremian, the principal of the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Secondary School, presented 
Bethel School's history and activities till the present 
days. 
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The day's guest speaker was Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, the President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community in Syria. 
 
When introducing the speaker Miss Sevan 
Chirishian said a few words about Rev. Selimian's 
biography. 
 
In his talk Rev. Selimian first gave the biblical 
explanation of creation to the audience. Then he 
presented the main issues related to the creation and 
gave appropriate explanations to it. 
 
At the end of the event, the chair of the H.M.E.M.'s 
(Homenetmen) regional Committee of Syria, Mr. 
Manoug Koshgerian thanked Rev. Selimian for his 
warm hospitality and for his useful talk and 
presented him with H.M.E.M's symbolic plate and 
the book of the first seminar. 
 
The event was followed by a reception. 
 
 

The Book Launch of the Armenian Language Book - Album  of Bethel 
Secondary School 

 

On Saturday, March 18th, 2017, at 7.00 P.M. in 
the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School's 
"Aharon Shirajian Hall" there was the Book Launch 
of the Armenian language book-album dedicated to 
the 90 years of the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel School in Aleppo (1923-2013), 
edited by Mr. Hagop Cholakian and published in 2016 
in memory of the Armenian Genocide Centennial. 
 
The ceremony began with Mrs. Lousin Abadjian-
Chilaposhian giving a flashback look at the book's 
humble beginning, which for a long time was a dream 
but recently became a reality thanks to the great 
efforts by Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the Armenian 
Evangelical Community's President in Syria, who in 
addition to his great responsibilities as the head of the 
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria has 
already made an outstanding achievement in 
developing Bethel Elementary School, into a 
Secondary School, thus, becoming the 5th Armenian 
Sec. school in Aleppo. 
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Afterwards a video-screened documentary reflected 
Bethel School's 90-years' history, highlighting its 
educational and spiritual mission, which has 
contributed to the creation of Christian and national 
virtues in succeeding generations. 
 
After the video presentation  the  Bethel  School's 
anthem was performed by a group of the 
Intermediate  students, accompanied on the 
keyboard by Mrs. Suzan Apartian. 
As the main part of the book-launch ceremony, the 
book-album was presented in a  highly sophisticated 
way by Mr. Levon Sharoian, an author and lecturer 
in Armenolog,  who spotlighted the school's great 
role in establishing the educational process of 
Aleppo Armenians after the genocide. He also 
charted the entire history of the school in details: the 
circumstances and the image of its establishment, its 
educational mission, its famous graduates, the 
directors and the present staff in whole. 
After two music pieces by the school's quartet, the 
audience watched a video where two of the school's 
former Armenian language teachers, Dirouhi 
Markarian-Garabedian and Titar Chorbajian-
Baliozian obviously moved by the occasion, 
congratulated the launch of the book-album and 
expressed their deepest feelings towards their 
beloved school. 
At the end of this memorable evening Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian thanked Mr. Zaven Khanjian, 
the executive director of the Armenian Missionary 
Accosiation of America, for his financial and moral 
support  and Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian for his 
assistance in the book-album's publication process 
as well as Mr. Levon Sharoyan for his presentation 
of the book and the members of the book's working-
committee for their devotion and 
dedication.                  
 
Rev. Selimian also thanked the director of the 
Armenian Diaspora Research Centre at Haigazian 
University, Dr. Antranik Dakessian's for having 
written the introduction of the book-album, as well 
as his editing it. Due to this the book is a detailed, 
picturesque, chronological history of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community Bethel School (1923-
2013). It narrates the school's life,  lists the teachers 



24 
 

 
 

and students, and highlights the vision of the school 
and the directors, besides, it reflects the brief history 
of the board of trustees, the relevant clerics and the 
community that backed and supported the school. 
The book documents the Bethel parishioners' 
unselfish effort in behalf of the Armenian education 
of the new generations and the commitment to 
continue the pre-Genocide Armenian Evangelical 
legacy of illumination through education. The book 
reflects as well the intra-and inter-communal 
Armenian relations and aspects of relations between 
the Syrian state and the Evangelical Community. 
The book is adequately referenced and has a number 
of tables, statistical information and rich data which 
shed light on the various aspects of the Aleppo 
Armenian Community, their spirit and drive, 
demographic picture, the milieu as well as the 
diverse challenges they faced. 
 
The book is a significant addition to the panorama 
of the educational mission of the Syrian-Armenian 
schools. It is a well-documented book which has 
seen the light after a diligent research, which 
becomes an authentic source for further research on 
specifically Middle Eastern and Diaspora Armenian 
schools' historical –comparative analysis.  
 

Finally, after a prayer, Rev. H. Selimian invited Mr. 
Dikran Kevorkian, The consul of the Republic of 
Armenia, Mr. Jirair Reisian, member of the Syrian 
Parliament, Mr. Levon Sharoian, Mrs. Betty 
Krajian-Yepremian, the director of Bethel Sec. 
School to do the Armenian traditioanal " Kinetson" 
before offering the book-album to the audience, 
signed by him during the formal reception held in 
Poladian hall. 
 
 

Midday Program in the Season of Lent and on the occasion of Mother's Day 
 
We find ourselves in the season of Lent, that great 
gift bequeathed to us by past generations of the 
faithful. In the midst of an overly busy and 
distracting world, we are given the opportunity to 
focus on the most important thing in our lives, the 
love of God shown to us in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 
On Tuesday, the 21st of March 2017, the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Church Women’s Council 
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organized a midday program for the Church Ladies 
in the season of Lent and on the occasion of Mother's 
Day. The meeting was held at the Church’s Poladian 
Hall. 
The program started with welcoming words by Dr. 
Talar Vosgian. Afterwards she invited Mrs. Houry 
Mousa Oghli to give a spiritual meditation on the 
meaning of “Season of Lent”. After the meditation, 
Mrs. Suzan Apartian offered a prayer. 
 
During the event, two songs were performed by Miss Nayiri Barsoumian. Then Mrs. Nora Hekimian, Mrs. 
Norma Haji Narinian and Miss Lucy Moudarigian were leading us into some various games. The program 
was followed by lunch. 
 
 

Meeting with the Armenian Families in Aleppo 
 

 

The Social Action Committee of the Armenian 

Evangelical Churches in Syria continues providing 

special social assistance for the Armenian families in 

Aleppo. On Saturday, March 25, 2017, at 1:00 pm, a 

special meeting was held at the Armenian 

Evangelical Bethel Church in Aleppo to encourage 

the families of the Armenian Community to continue 

to press on at difficult times in Syria by distributing 

monetary gifts to 300 Armenian families. 
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Palm Sunday Services in Syria 

 
The families of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church together with the Sunday-school children, the 
youth group, the women’s auxiliary and a large number of guests celebrated the Palm Sunday Service on 
9 April 2017. 
 
Rev. Haroutune Selimian led the service and 
delivered the sermon based on Luke 19:28-40. He 
stressed that Christ has dominion over all creatures, 
and may use them as he pleases. He has all men's 
hearts both under his eye and in his hand. On this 
particular day Christ's triumphs, and his disciples' 
joyful praises vex proud Pharisees, who are 
enemies of Him and His kingdom. But Christ, as 
he despises the contempt of the proud, so he 
accepts the praises of the humble. Pharisees would 
silence the praises of Christ, but they cannot; for  as  
God  can  raise  up  children  of 
Abraham out of stones He can also turn the stony hearts to himself and in this way bring praise out of the 
mouths of children. Today we must ask ourselves what the feelings of men will be when the Lord returns 
in His glory to judge the world! 
 
 
During the service, the Sunday-school children sang 
a number of songs, gave blessed testimonies, said 
beautiful prayers and presented a drama about 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
 
The service ended with the Lord’s Prayer and a 
benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 
 

                   Palm Sunday Service at Bethel Church 

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” Luke 19:38 
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       Palm Sunday at Martyrs' Church              Palm Sunday Service at Emmanuel Church 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday Service in Kessab 

Rev. Haroutune Selimian Receives His Beatitude Agnatios Joseph Younan III 
 
On Monday, April 10th 2017, at 6:00 pm, Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian, together with the Arm. 
Evangelical Community Pastors, Central and 
Educational Committee, Arm. Evang. Churches 
Board of Trustees, warmly welcomed the 
Patriarch of the Syriac Catholic Church of 
Antioch, His Beatitude Ignatius Joseph III 
Yonan, and a delegation from the church.  
 
After some short words of welcome the 
President Rev. Haroutune Selimian focused on 
the current situation in Syria, especially 
mentioning the situation in Aleppo. Among 
other things he said. "As Armenian Evangelical 
Community we will remain faithful to the 
Syrian Arab republic and will look forward to a 
bright future ahead".  
 
At the end of the meeting, the Patriarch 
expressed his gratitude to Rev. Selimian and the 
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria for 
their warm hospitality. 
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A Gathering during the Passion Week 
 
 
On Tuesday, 11th of April, 2017, at 2:00 pm, a 
meeting was held at the Armenian Evangelical 
Bethel Church. More than 250 Armenian families 
attended the meeting. Rev. Selimian welcomed the 
families. In his message he said that the miraculous 
resurrection of Christ must always remind us that 
there is only one truth and this is that our Lord 
Jesus Christ, on that Easter Sunday so many years 
ago, won an eternal victory over death. 
 

At the end of the meeting Rev. Haroutune Selimian on 

behalf of the Armenian Evangelical Social Action 

Committee distributed monetary gifts to all families on 

Easter, wishing that the glory of the Lord’s miracle 

strengthen their faith and renew their hope. 

 
Special Meeting with Armenian University Students During the Passion Week 
Education plays a vital role in shaping tomorrows’ 
leaders. We become a better nation by acquiring 
the skills necessary to be productive members of 
a civilized society. On the 12th of April, 2017, at 
6:00 pm, a special gathering was held for the 
Armenian University Students at the Armenian 
Evangelical “Aharon Shirajian” Cultural Center. 
Twenty seven students attended the meeting, who 
are Students at the University of Aleppo from first 
to fourth class. The program was led by Mrs. 
Maria Boshgezenian. Afterwards the students 
shared the main challenges facing at the 
university. During the meeting, Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian thanked the University Students for their 
steadfastness benefiting from the opportunity to 
continue their education. At the end of the event, 
Rev. H. Selimian, on behalf of the social Action 
Committee of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches, distributed monetary gifts to the 
students, wishing them a blessed Easter. The event 
was followed by a warm time of fellowship on the 
Church Campus. 
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Mission in Action During the Passion Week 
 

 

On Thursday, 13th of April 2017, at 1:30 pm, 
another meeting was held at the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Church in Aleppo during the 
Passion Week of our Lord Jesus Christ before His 
Miraculous Resurrection. More than 200 families 
attended the meeting. At the end of the meeting, 
Rev. Selimian, on behalf of the Armenian 
Evangelical Social Action Committee distributed 
Easter cookies and eggs to all families as an Easter 
gift and wished them a Happy and Blessed Easter. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Holy Communion Worship Service during the Passion Week 
 

 

 A special worship service was held on Thursday 
13th of April 2017, at 5:00 pm, at the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Church. The congregations of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches  gathered for 
worship, prayer, and fellowship. It was a great 
occasion to prepare ourselves for the miraculous 
Resurrection of our Lord, who loved us, saved us 
and called us with a holy calling to preach and 
live his glorious resurrection for every human 
being through the power of His resurrection. 
 
The service was led by Pastor Simon Der 
Sahagian and the sermon was delivered by Rev. 
H. Selimian. Rev. Selimian's chosen theme was " 
Jesus Washes His Disciples' Feet” ", based on the 
Scripture passage “John 13:1-20": 
 
At the end of the service Rev. Selimian 
administered the Holy Communion after that he 
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Early Morning on Good Friday Rev. Megerdich 
Karageozian, the President of the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East, 
with his wife Seta arrived in Aleppo to meet with the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in Aleppo. 
 
In the early afternoon congregations met for the 
Good Friday Service, when Rev. Karageozian shared 
the importance of Jesus, God Incarnate, our 
Emmanuel, dying for us on the cross and how we in 
Aleppo during these years of hardship have been 
asked to carry this same cross while giving the 
Message of Hope to family, friends, neighbours and 
even strangers. This we will now continue doing as 
the Body of Christ. 
 
Pastor Simon Der Sahagian led the service, Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian offered a thanksgiving prayer 
and Miss Armani Hera Selimian sang a song 
encouraging us all to look forward to the hope of 
Resurrection. 
 
We finished the day rejoicing that we were all 
together seeing the work of God in our lives. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 washed the feet of 12 people as Jesus did after the last supper. The service ended with a 
benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 
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Rev. Mgrditch Karageozian, the President of the Union of  the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the Near East, Visits the Destroyed Churches, Mosques, 

Aleppo Citadel and Aleppo Historic Gates in Aleppo 
 

 
On the Saturday of Light, April 15, 2017 Rev. Mgrditch 
Karageozian visits the churches, Armenian Evangelical 
Emmanuel Church, St. Rita Armenian Catholic Church, 
The Forty Martyrs Armenian Apostolic Church that have 
been so very much destroyed during these years of war! 
Together with the Head of the Armenian Protestant 
churches in Syria Rev. Haroutune Selimian, Armenian 
Evangelical pastors and members of the Armenian 
Evangelical Central Committee they took the time to pray 
for God's guidance to the people trying to carry out the 
repair to restore these churches to their earlier glory. 
Together they all visited the very much destroyed Omayad 
Mosque where they were joined by the Mufti of Aleppo 
and a delegation from the Ministry of Religious Affairs 
who showed their joy at seeing the Armenian Evangelicals 
share in their sadness of the destruction of this historic 
mosque dating back to the beginning of Islam. This was 
also the time to see the Aleppo Citadel which recently been 
reopened. What a joy! Late afternoon at Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel Church Rev. Karageozian received the 
Armenian Consul of Aleppo, Mr. Dikran Kevorkian and 
thanked him for his tremendous help, especially to the 
Armenian community of Aleppo, and for his courage 
staying in Aleppo all through the war until now. 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the damaged Armenian Evangelical 
Emmanuel Church of Aleppo 

 

 
At the damaged Armenian Catholic St. Rita Church, 

with Bishop Bedros Miryatyan 
 

 
 

At the damaged Forty-Martyrs Armenian Apostolic Church, 
with Bishop Shahan Sarkissian 

 

 

 
 

At the Great Umayyad Mosque 
of Aleppo. 
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"For we know that if the tent that is our earthy home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 2 Corinthians 5:1 

  

Rev. Karagoezian at the Aleppo Citadel 
with Mrs. Karagoezian, Rev. Selimian, and pastors 

 

At the damaged St. Elijah Cathedral 
of Maronite church of Aleppo 

 

 

Rev. Karagoezian with Mr. Dikran Kevorkian, the Armenian Consul 
of Aleppo, Rev. Selimian, and pastors 
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Joint Easter Service at Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church 
 

The joy of the Resurrection Sunday met the excited 
church-goers on this special Easter with “Why do 
you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here; he has risen!.” Luke 24:5-6. Yes, for the first 
time in six years the Armenians of Aleppo were able 
to rejoice without fearing the shells falling during the 
Great Feast On this occasion the families of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches (Bethel, 
Emmanuel, Martyrs') in Aleppo celebrated thIs 
Easter Service on 16 April, 2017 together with their 
Sunday-school children, their youth groups, their 
women’s auxiliaries, altogether 2000 people. Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian led the service and the 
Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Church's choir 
performed Easter Songs, accompanied on the piano 
by Mrs. Betty Hatem. Afterwards, Miss Armani Hera 
Selimian sang to the glory of the Lord, accompanied 
on the piano by Mrs. Shoghagat Selimian, then the 
Sunday-schools children, about 300 children, 
presented a number of songs, testimonies and 
prayers. During the Service, Pastor Simon Der 
Sahagian offered a thanksgiving prayer and Rev. 
Mgrditch Karagoezian, the President of the Union of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East, 
delivered the sermon based on Luke 20.1-29. The 
chosen theme was "Our Lord's Victorious 
Resurrection".  
 
The service ended with the Lord’s Prayer and a 
benediction said by Rev. Mgrditch Karagozian. After 
the Service, Rev. Mgrditch Karagozian along with 
Rev. Haroutune Selimian received the well-wishers 
from the Armenian community and officials on the 
occasion of Easter 
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Meeting with the Heads of the Armenian Apostolic Church and  
Armenian Catholic Church 

 
On the Resurrection Sunday Rev. Mgrditch 
Karageozian and Rev. Haroutune Selimian met with 
His Grace Archbishop Shahan Sarkissian and His 
Grace Archbishop Bedros Meryatian at the Bethel 
Armenian Evangelical Church. They discussed the 
new situation with a unified Aleppo and the many 
challenges where all the churches together must 
make it possible for the church families to repair their 
homes and return to them. 
 
They also talked about the main task of the Church 
that of proclaiming the Word of Jesus until He 
comes! This is the only hope for us as Armenian 
Christians today! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

"Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.Praise the Lord" Psalm 150:6 
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 Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide  ndCommemoration of the 102 

 
 
On Sunday, April 23, 2017, under the patronage of the 
Heads of the Armenian Evangelical, Catholic and 
Orthodox Churches a commemoration service was held 
dedicated to the 102nd anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide. Before the commemoration service, the public 
went to the martyr’s monument that was erected on the 
campus of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church in 
1993, to place bouquets on the ashes of the martyrs as a 
show of reverence. 
 
The program included welcoming words by Mrs. Arpi 
Sanosian-Zeytjian. An Armenian popular poem was 
recited by Miss Marmant Ashodian and patriotic 
songs were sung by Mr. Aram Khatchadourian, 
accompanied on the piano by Mrs. Shogahat Apartian-
Selimian. Pieces of Armenian music were performed by 
Mrs. Shogahat Apartian-Selimian on the piano, 
accompanied on the flute by Miss Zani Pambukian and on 
the violin by Miss Lila Sahagian. Then a video was shown 
by Mrs. Lousin Chilaposhian and Miss Sevan Chirishian 
describing the Armenian Genocide. 
 
During the service, the heads of the three Armenian 
Communities, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of The 
Armenian Evangelical Community, Archbishop Bedros 
Mreyetian, Head of the Armenian Catholic Church of 
Aleppo and Bishop Shahan Sarkissian, Head of the 
Armenian Apostolic church of Aleppo, all expressed what 
every Armenian feels on this very day remembering a 
tragedy that is like an open sore and refuses to heal. At the 
same time they had one thing in common and that was their 
gratitude to God for the way he had allowed the Armenians 
to survive and once more come alive as a community. 

  
Rev. Selimian mainly focused on the importance of 
the   recognition of the Armenian Genocide and he said. 
“The  prosecution  of  the  crime  of  genocide  against  the  
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Armenians and the punishment of the perpetrators is of 
great importance to humanity in general and  for the 
Armenians in particular. It should be followed up by a 
compensation to the Armenian people as a whole after 
having suffered so much from it during the last century. 
But the new generation of Armenians is still 
enthusiastically behind the struggle for the Armenian 
issue, which is not only related to the Armenians but it's 
an important issue for all the countries of the world to 
recognise the right for all human beings to live in 
freedom and dignity. The Armenian issue is not only 
related to the fact that the Armenian Nation went 
through a Genocide and the perpetrators have not been 
brought to court and compensation has not been paid for 
the human and material losses. The Armenians of Syria 
and the world continue asking Turkey to stop denying 
the historic fact of the Armenian Genocide and also ask 
that Turkey will do its utmost to return the Armenian 
land and compensate for the losses suffered by the 
Armenian Nation. The Armenian Genocide,  the first 
genocide of the  20th Century". 
  
The commemoration service ended with the benediction 
said by the three Heads of the Armenian Communities. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Armenian Evangelical Churches of Aleppo Commemorate the 102nd

 

Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 
 

As a response to the continuing denial of the Armenian 
Genocide by the Turkish State many activists from the 
Armenian Diaspora have pushed for a formal 
recognition of the Armenian genocide from various 
governments around the world. They say: “In 1915 
Turkey  tried to extirpate Armenians from the face of 
the world, but we will continue to live and prosper as an 
Armenian nation.” 
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Under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President 
of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria, and in 
collaboration with the Central Committee of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in Aleppo, on Monday, 
April 24, 2017 a commemoration service was held 
dedicated to the 102nd  anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide. The ceremony was attended by Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian, the President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community in Syria, the congregations of the 
Armenian Evangelical churches in Aleppo, directors and 
teaching staffs of the Armenian Evangelical Schools, as 
well as a large number of other participants. 
 
The ceremony started with welcoming words by Pastor 
Simon Der Sahagian and the sermon was delivered by 
Rev. Haroutune Selimian based on: “We Will Continue 
Seeking Our Rights through the Recognition of the 
Armenian Genocide”. 
 
The public also got to enjoy a musical piece performed on 
the Piano by Jack Boziakalian, on the flute by Shogher 
Kerbabian and on the violin by Masis Arslanian. 
 
The service ended with the Lord’s Prayer and  a 
benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 
 
After the worship, the public and the representatives from 
various Armenian Evangelical Churches and cultural 
centers went to the martyr’s monument to remember the 
victims and to place bouquets on the ‘ashes of the 
martyrs’ as a show of respect and remembrance of the 
martyrs. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones, 'Behold, I will cause breath to enter you that you may come 
to life. 6'I will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover you with skin and put breath in 
you that you may come alive; and you will know that I am the LORD." Ezekiel 37:5-6 
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Conference on the Restoration of the Syrian Armenian Community Held in Lebanon 
 
On Saturday, April 29, 2017, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 
the President of the Armenian Evangelical Community in 
Syria, attended a conference on the Restoration of the 
Syrian Armenian Community which took place in the 
Lebanese town of Antelias, which is the capital of the 
Great House of Cilicia. 
 
The conference was also attended by Rev. Mgrditch 
Karagoezian, UAECNE President, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, Haigazian University President, heads of the 
Armenian Communities in Lebanon and Syria as well as 
represtentatives of National Central Committee and 
Armenian Cultural centers in Lebanon and Syria. 
First the work implemented in this direction in the recent 
four months was presented, followed by His Holiness 
Catholicos Aram I Keshishian of the Great House of 
Cilicia making a speech ahead of a fruitful discussion. 
The conference welcomed the work done so far, 
determining the four areas, which are primary for the 
restoration of the Syrian Armenian community. These 
include support to medium-sized business, development 
and immediate implementation of a credit program; 
support to the reorganization and reinvigoration of the 
national structures; restoration of damaged buildings, and 
support to socially vulnerable families. 
The conference also decided to establish an office in 
Aleppo in order to organize all this work efficiently. 
Apart from this, it was decided to convene a pan-
Armenian conference in early August which will be 
attended by the representatives of the Armenian 
communities, dioceses, organization representatives 
from Armenia as well as the Diaspora. 
  
The objective of the conference will be to present a 
general report, which will include all the programs. 
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Rev. Haroutune Selimian's Visit to Kessab 
 
 

What a joy and inspiration to see the renovation of the 
Armenian Evangelical Holy Trinity Church in 
Kessab! It was ransacked, burnt and destroyed at the 
time of the invasion in 2014. At that time we never 
believed that we’d see Kessab again. But God have 
once more been merciful to us and the work of evil 
has been defeated. 
  
Even though our Summer Camp KCHAG in Kessab 
is in need of a lot of repair we are still rejoicing to see 
it in this shape after our beloved Pastor Jirair 
Ghazarian together with church-members have 
cleaned it up. Yes, within two months the repair still 
needed will be finalised and we will plan to hold a 
Family Retreat for the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in SYRIA after 6 years of interruption. Pray 
with us for KCHAG that it will once more be a place 
where young people find the Lord Jesus Christ and 
people are renewed in their devotion to our Lord. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside the Holy Trinity Church 

 

 

"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD" Psalm 122:1 
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Commemorating 500 Years of Reformation at Armenian Protestant  

Bethel Secondary School in Aleppo 
 

 
In 2017, the world marks the five-hundredth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, an event that 
tradition tells us began on October 31, 1517 when Martin Luther posted his ninety-five theses on the door 
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. At the center of this movement stands Luther’s rediscovery 
of the Gospel message: human beings do not earn their salvation by doing good works, but rather God 
freely offers salvation to all who believe. For Luther, this message liberated humanity to engage in all 
kinds of new undertakings and activities, chief among them lives of service to others. Meanwhile, across 
Europe the impulses coming out of Wittenberg inspired others to interpret the Bible in new ways, thereby 
calling into being many of the Protestant denominations that exist to this day. The Catholic Church 
responded too, introducing its own reforms that would change the face of that institution. 
 
On May 10, 2017 such a commemoration ceremony was 
organized by the teachers of religion of the Armenian 
Protestant Bethel Secondary School and held at the school 
under the auspices of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the 
President of the Armenian Protestant Community in Syria. 
 
The ceremony started with words of welcome by Mrs. Betty 
Yepremian, the principal of the school. She also gave a 
speech about the history of the reformation, indicating its 
impact and legacy, and its continuous relevance today.  
 
The event was led by Mrs. Houry Mousa Oghli. The 
biography of Martin Luther was read in Arabic and in 
Armenian by the 10th class students, Elenor Nseir, Rita 
Kouyoumjian and Dzila Kerbabian. Afterwards, Martin 
Luther’s famous hymn "A Mighty Fortress is Our God" was 
performed by Jack Boziakalian on the piano accompanied 
on the flute by Shogher Kerbabian and on the violin by 
Masis Arslanian. 
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After the artistic section, Mrs. Houry Mousa Oghli 

while using a video presented the facts, realities, the 

religious impact and the growth of the Protestant 

reformation. 

 

 At the end of the ceremony Rev. Haroutune Selimian 

said. "The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-

century religious, political, intellectual and cultural 

upheaval that splintered Catholic Europe, setting in 

place the structures and beliefs that would define the 

continent in the modern era. The Reformation of the 

sixteenth century is, next to the introduction of 

Christianity, the greatest event in history. It marks the 

end of the Middle Ages and the beginning of modern 

times. Starting from religion, it gave, directly or 

indirectly, a mighty impulse to every forward 

movement, and made Protestantism the chief 

propelling force in the history of modern civilization”. 

The ceremony ended with the Lord's Prayer and a 
benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 

 

 
 

 

 

"Make glad the soul of Your servant, For to You, 

Psalm 86:4O Lord, I lift up my soul".  
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Movie Show in the Al-Zahra Cinema  

On the 12th   of May 2017 under the auspices 

of Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of the 

Armenian  Protestant   Community  in   Syria,   

a movie with the title "The Promise" was 

shown by Terry George in the Al-Zahra 

Cinema, Aleppo- Syria. The capacity audience 

of 150 people, filling the  movie  hall,  included  

religious  leaders, officials, community 

leaders,  various members of the committees 

of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 

Aleppo and many special guests. 

 
 

Before the show, Rev. Selimian welcomed the 

attendees and he shared some thoughts about 

the movie. 

 
 The Promise is a 2016 American historical drama 
 film directed by Terry George and starring Oscar 
Isaac, Charlotte Le Bon and Christian Bale, set in 
the final years of the Ottoman Empire. 
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Prayer-Night at Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church in Aleppo Linked on TV 

With Churches in France and Belgium 
 

Some weeks ago Portes Ouvertes (Open Doors) in 

France, contacted Rev. Haroutune Selimian and shared 

their vision to motivate and encourage French and 

Belgian Christians to pray for Christians in Syria, and 

more generally, in Middle East. 

 

For this purpose Armenian Evangelical Bethel 

Church together with Open Doors, France started 

preparing a big prayer night for Middle East on 

the 13 May, 2017. On this Saturday it was held 

in Rennes, a city in the west of France 

rebroadcast to dozens of churches in France and 

Belgium with a direct TV-link with Armenian 

Evangelical Bethel Church in Aleppo. 

 
 

During the broadcast Rev. Haroutune Selimian 

was interviewed concerning the life of the 

individual Christians during this long war with all 

the shelling and violence and what the Church 

does and has done. He was also asked what the 

Church around the world has done for the Church 

in Syria. 

 
 
After the church-members had sung "How Great Thou Art" in Armenian Rev. Selimian was asked 

to share with the Church in Europe what was on his heart and he said: "There are two big truths that 

we have learnt during four-and-a-half years of incredible suffering when our City of Aleppo was 

under total siege and there was no Tele-communication between us and the outside world and they 

were: 'only God is true and His Word is truth! There is nothing else to trust, there is nothing else to 

live for. We have had the privilege of learning this and your praying for us has kept us faithful to 

Him. 
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What a night for us here at Armenian Evangelical Bethel Church in Aleppo to be in touch with brothers 

and sisters in so many churches across Europe! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Graduation Ceremony of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Kindergarten 
 
 

The Year End Program and Graduation Ceremony of the 

Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School 

kindergarten class was held on May 14, 2017 at 12:00 pm 

in "Poladian" hall of the school. In attendance were Rev. 

Haroutune Selimian, the President of the Armenian 

Evangelical Community in Syria, the Educational 

Council of the Armenian Evangelical Community, the 

principal and teaching staff of the Armenian Evangelical 

Bethel Secondary School, as well as parents, and guests. 

The students entertained the parents and the guests with 

music, dance, drama and recitations.  

 
 

At the end of the program the President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community in Syria, Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, presented the diplomas to the kindergarten 
graduates. He then greatly appreciated the kindergarten 
teachers and the principle for their efforts and the 
wonderful presentation. The ceremony ended with a 
benediction said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 
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Rev. Selimian's Visit to Kessab 

On Saturday, June 3, 2017, Rev. Haroutune Selimian visited 
the Armenian Evangelical Holy Trinity Church of Kessab. 
He expressed his joy as the reconstruction process of the 
church enters its final stage. The church, as well as the pastor 
Jirayr Ghazarian and the Board of trustees are preparing for 
the rededication  ceremony  of  the  church  with  hard  work  
and through prayers and with great optimism. 

 

 
 

On Sunday, June 4, 2017, Rev. Haroutune Selimian attended 
the Joint Sunday Worship Service of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches of Kessab at the Armenian 
Evangelical Elizoluk church. He delivered the day's sermon. 
He then had a great time of fellowship with the church 
congregation. We praise God for all these blessed meetings. 
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RA Minister of Diaspora Sees Rev. Haroutune Selimian, President of 
the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria 

 

On June 8, 2017 RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush 

Hagopian saw Rev. Haroutune Selimian, president 

of the Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria and 

conversing about the situation in Syria and issues 

concerning the Syrian-Armenian community. 

Hranush Hagopian expressed her joy hearing about the 

activities  of  the  church  in  Syria  and  its  efforts  

at keeping a national identity, as well as its hard work 

protecting the Syrian-Armenian community’s 

memories and monuments. Minister Hagopian said: 

“The community has remained solid thanks to the hard 

work of the Armenian Clergy. I am proud of you.” 

 
Rev. Selimian expressed his gratitude for the cordial 

reception and gave Minister Hagopian a book about the 

activities that the Armenian Evangelical community of 

Syria has carried out in 2016. Rev. Haroutune Selimian 

also said that no Armenian church or institution has 

been closed during the war. He went on to say: “Today 

the priority is to keep the community alive. I am certain 

that a strong Diaspora empowers the Homeland. The 

Syrian-Armenians are currently trying to help meeting 

all the challenges facing the Homeland, and the 

Homeland’s support is very important in order to keep 

the  Syrian  Armenians  active  in  their  national 

endeavours in Syria, which for the time being is 

experiencing some kind of peace with tensions 

simmering,” 

Issues related to participation in the 6th Armenia-Diaspora Pan-Armenian Conference with its panel 

discussions, as well as the issues to be considered were also discussed during the meeting with Minister 

Hranush Hagopian. 
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Public Lecture Entitled "Optimism and the Power of Positive Thinking" 

 

 
On June 17, 2017, under the auspices of the Armenian 
General Benevolent Union's (AGBU) Local 
Committee of Aleppo and in cooperation with the 
bibliographic committee of AGBU, a special public 
lecture was held at the center of AGBU. The chosen 
theme was "Optimism and the Power of Positive 
Thinking". 
 
The event began with some words of introduction 
from Mrs. Markrid Shamilian Mouradian, who is the 
chair of the bibliographic committee of AGBU. 
The day's guest speaker was Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, the President of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in Syria. 
 
When introducing the speaker Mrs. Shamilian said a 
few words about Rev. Selimian's biography. 
 

In his talk Rev. Selimian first gave a full definition of 
the three types of character traits (Optimistic, 
Pessimistic and Realistic). Afterwards, he mentioned 
that character traits are the aspects of a person’s 
behavior and attitudes that make up that person’s 
personality. Everyone has character traits, both good 
and bad. He then listed the main differences between 
these three types of individual and presented the 
Classification of Character Strengths.  
 
At the end of the lecture, he presented 10 habits of 
Optimistic People and emphasized about the 
optimistic people's faith that leads to achievement. 
The lecture was followed by a question-answer 
session. 
At the end of the event, the chair of AGBU local 
Committee of Aleppo, Mr. Nerses Nersoyan thanked 
Rev. Selimian for his useful talk and presented him 
with a special plate as a symbol of their gratitude.  
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Middle East Consultation 2017 – The Church in Disorienting Times: Leading 

Prophetically through Adversity 
 
We live in disorienting times. This is a reality for the 
church in many parts of the world today, not least the 
church of the Middle East. Many factors, historical 
and social, have reduced the church to the status of 
minority, in which persecution and hopelessness have 
become a reality for many.  
 
The annual Middle East Consultation event was held 
on the 19th June 2017, at Arab Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Beirut-Lebanon. The chosen theme was 
"The Church in Disorienting Times: Leading 
Prophetically through Adversity". The purpose of 
IMES’ Middle East Consultation was to equip 
participants to respond in prophetic and Christ-like 
ways to the many challenges facing Christians and 
Muslims in and beyond the Middle East.   
 
Participants and contributors came from across the 
region and the world, providing a unique opportunity 
to reflect on the critical challenges facing the Church 
today. Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the President of the 
Armenian Protestant Community in Syria also 
attended the Middle East Consultation. On Tuesday, 
June 20, 2017, he delivered a theological response to 
one of the main speakers, Elie Haddad's paper on 
"Biblical/Theological Reflections on Emigration". 
 
On that same day, he also joined the panel discussions 
that were based on the themes of the first two days of 
the consultation: Suffering, Persecution and 
Emigration of the Christians and Muslims in the 
Middle East. 
 
MEC 2017 featured high quality presentations, first-

hand testimonies, pastoral responses, practical 

workshops, interfaith forums, and opportunities for all 

participants to engage in robust discussion. In 

addition, the consultation included time for prayer, 

worship and biblical reflection. 
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MEC 2017 provided a unique context for the MENA and global church to address a range of critical 
issues, focusing on the themes of persecution and suffering, minoritization, hopelessness and 
despair, and emigration. They explored how the Body of Christ can best respond to such challenges, 
exploring Biblical and theological responses when confronted with adversity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iftar Dinner at Armenian Evangelical  Bethel Church 

 
 

Iftar is a time of social gatherings with families, 
friends and Colleagues. The Armenian Evangelical 
Bethel Church was delighted to invite the Muslim 
leaders (Sheikhs) to celebrate the holy month of 
Ramadan on  June 23, 2017. The event was held at the 
“Aharon Shirajian” Cultural Center of the Church. 
The evening started with welcoming words by Rev. 
Haroutune Selimian followed by the breaking of the 
fast with hosts. During the meeting they discussed and 
highlighted the importance of Christian-Muslim 
dialogue as a way for a mutual and peaceful co-
existence between Muslims & Christians in Syria. 
 
At the end of the event, the attendance expressed their 
heartfelt thanks to the President of the Armenian 
Evangelical Community in Syria for this great way of 
welcoming them to break the fast with the Armenian 
Evangelical Community of Aleppo. 
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Baccalaureate  Service for High School & Middle  
School Graduates 

 
On Sunday Morning the 25th of June 2017, the 
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School held 
its Baccalaureate service for high school and middle 
school graduates at the Armenian Evangelical Bethel 
Church. Among those present were Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, President of the Armenian Evangelical 
Community in Syria, in addition to a number of clergy. 
There were also representatives from cultural centers 
and foundations, the Central Committee, and the 
educational council of the Armenian Evangelical 
Community, the directors of the Armenian Evangelical 
Schools in Aleppo, parents and, of course, fellow 
students. 
 

The service was led by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 
During the service 9th class graduates Shamiram 
Aroush and Arno Selimian, and 12th  class graduates 
Mihran Nanejian, Vahram khatchadurian and Garen 
Kevorkian shared their experiences as students of the 
Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School and in 
particular expressed their appreciation for their 
teachers and families. 
 

This was followed by a classic hymn of praise “New 
Life,” and  beautifully sung by Miss Armani Hera 
Selimian accompanied by Mrs. Shoghagat Apartian  
Selimian on the piano.  
 

At the end of the Service, Rev. Haroutune Selimian  
expressed his gratitude and admiration in his speech to 
the graduates encouraging them to understand and 
strive to reach the full meaning of being “man with his 
rights and obligations towards the nation and most of 
all to God and thus working for the betterment of 
society, knowing that this is pleasing to God”. 
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Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School's Grade 12 & 9 

Graduation Ceremony 

 

June 25, 2017, harvest day for grades 12 and 9 Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School students. 

They worked hard all year to reach this day and harvest their "crops" the results of their work.  

The Graduation Ceremony was held at the school 

campus. Present were the President of the Armenian 

Evangelical Community, Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 

the Armenian Consul to Aleppo Mr. Dikran 

Kevorkian, in addition to a number of clergy. There 

were also representatives from cultural centers and 

foundations, the Central Committee, the educational 

council of the Armenian Evangelical Community, the 

directors of the Armenian Evangelical Schools in 

Aleppo, parents and, of course, fellow students. 

This year the Armenian Evangelical Bethel 

Secondary School celebrated thirteen graduates from 

the secondary school and eleven graduates from the 

middle school. Following the Syrian and Armenian 

national anthems, Mrs. Betty Yepremian, the 

Principal of the school, gave the opening speech. 

Afterwards Pastor Simon Der Sahagian offered a 

prayer. 

The talented students then presented a beautiful 

program of songs, music, recitals of poems, dramas 

and dances, which were dedicated to the five-

hundredth  anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 

as well as the reconstruction process of Syria. The 

program was also enriched by the beautiful songs 

sung by Miss Armani Hera Selimian accompanied on 

piano by Mrs. Shoghagat Apartian Selimian. 



52 
 

 
 

The valedictorians of the Secondary Graduating Class 

Lousine Sazian and Jouli Fattal addressed the guests 

in Armenian and in Arabic thanking and praising the 

school. Afterwards the principal of the school, Mrs. 

Betty Yepremian invited Rev. Haroutune Selimian, 

the President of the Armenian Evangelical 

Community, to the podium to present the diplomas to 

the Secondary and Middle School graduates and to 

express his heartfelt joy and pride to the graduates. 

The program was followed by the distribution of 

awards to the excellent students and to Mrs. Betty 

Yepremian who have rendered faithful service to the 

Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School of 

Aleppo for 25 five years. 

The ceremony ended with a prayer and benediction 

said by Rev. Haroutune Selimian. 

We thank God for all those who have worked with and 

for our graduates. May God’s grace be with this new 

generation as they go out into the world armed with 

knowledge, wisdom and the light of the Gospel of 

Christ. 

 

Rev. Haroutune Selimian Honors the Excellent Students 
of the Armenian Evangelical Bethel Secondary School 

 

An honoring ceremony was held at the Armenian 
Evangelical Bethel School Campus on Friday, June 
23, 2017 to honor the Excellent Students of the 
school. 
 
Rev. Haroutune Selimian, the president of the 
Armenian Evangelical Community in Syria 
distributed certificates of appreciation for excellent 
students and delivered a speech in which he praised 
the importance of excellence and enhanced students' 
skills to keep up with the needs of society. 
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The ceremony was attended by Rev. Haroutune 
Selimian, the President of the Armenian Evangelical 
Community in Syria, the Principal and  the teachers 
of the school as well as the parents of the students. 
 

The event was followed by a reception. 
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nLebano -General Assembly of UAECNE, Beirut   stThe 71 

 
The 71st  General Assembly of the UAECNE was held 
from July 2-5, 2017 in the Christian Endeavor Summer 
Camp Center, KCHAG, Beirut–LEBANON. 
 
The theme of the General Assembly this year was, 
“The Importance of the Reformation”, based on the 
Bible verse found in Luke 1:17.  
 
The main speaker at the 71st General Assembly of the 
UAECNE was Rev. Dr. Rene Lenonian (President of 
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
Eurasia).  The sessions were devoted to reports from 
the various countries and churches and were then 
followed up with discussions related to the main theme 
followed by prayer for all the needs presented. 
  
On Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning, the 
Assembly reconvened for UAECNE business sessions, 
where the new Central Committee was elected and 
other pertinent decisions were taken. The Assembly 
was concluded at a closing worship service on 
Wednesday noon during which Rev. Vicken Cholakian 
delivered a sermon, and this was followed by the Holy 
Communion administered by Rev. Soghomon 
Kilaghbian 
 

 

 

 

 


